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sheltered from wearisome intrusion, he was often
heard to say, " I Lave not known such a rest as
this for forty years; not one pilgrim for three
weeks!" He had been familiar with the place
from his "boyhood, the house having been occupied
by friends of his family for several generations.
Thus favorably situated his strength improved.
He was in the frequent practice of taking short
walks, to the post office and other points near by,
and sometimes wandered as far as the falls, and
enjoyed the beautiful river-path. He would oc-
casionally drive about among his former haunts.
In the immediate vicinity was the home of his
maternal ancestor, the Rev. Stephen Bachilder,
and he took a lively interest in all the historic as-
sociations of the place.1

He would sometimes make facetious reference to
Miss Gove's descent from the Edward Gove who
figured in the history of ISTew Hampshire as the
leader in " Gove's rebellion," and who was cap-
tured, tried, condemned, and sentenced to be
hanged, but who for some reason (perhaps the
death of Charles II.) escaped execution of the
sentence, and was finally released from imprison-
ment in the Tower of London, and returned to his
home in New Hampshire. An English fowling-

1 The house in which the revolutionary governor, Meshech
Weare, lived and died, and where Washington was entertained
when he visited New England in 1*788, was within easy walking
distance; his steps were frequently turned in that direction,
where a cordial welcome always awaited him. He would ex-
amine with much curiosity the paneled staircase and partitions,
and the hunting scenes depicted upon the heavy wall-papers,
some of which were fastened to the walls by hand-made nails
instead of paste.